
CHAPTER 7: Public Opinion * Denotes not in book and I will talk about: If I forget, please remind me.

I. Public Opinion 
A. Public Opinion- includes the ideas and attitudes a significant number of Americans hold about 

government and political issues. 



1.John Q. Public-


2.. Middle America-

3. Silent Majority- 



B. THEN-Views of Founders-

1.


2. 

“Absolute power in the majority is a drunk as it is in one”- John Adams
“Popular Rule does not readily lend itself to the making of effective foreign Policy” Alexis de Tocqueville 

C. NOW- Use of Public Opinion Today-

1.

 
2. 


3.

II. Reasons for Opinion/Policy Gap


A. Gettysburg Address-  

1.

B. Gaps-


1.


2.


3. 
C. Reasons for Gap

1. Accomplishing Substantive Goals-The framers did not create a government that would do from day to 
day “what the people want”




a. The created a government for the purpose of accomplishing six substantive goals




1. 





2. 





3. 





4. 





5. 





6. 



2. Ambiguity in Public Opinion- Very difficult to determine what the public wants



a.



D. Constitutional Connections (pg. 155)-  


1. 



2. 
III. What is Public Opinion  

A. Monetary Control Bill of 1983-


1. 



2. 


B. Confidence in Polls and Surveys-- Voters are not always cognizant of the issues that face them


1. 



 2. Women’s suffrage petition

C. Knowledge and Political Participation


1. 



2. Political Elites- 


D. Fickle Nature of Public Opinion- - Public opinion may not be stable or firmly held



1. Polls regarding certain issues can change week by week depending on outside events


2. 

IV. Measuring Public Opinion

A. Poll- 





1.


B. Straw Poll- unscientific attempts to measure public opinion



1. Questionnaire, Radio station questions


C. Scientific Polls-



1. Random Sample-



2. Sampling Errors- 



3. Exit Polls-



4. Accuracy-


D. Misleading Questions- 


1. The wording in questions often can dictate the results School vouchers:




a. Do you support allowing parents to have a choice on where to send their kids to school?




b. Do you support taking money away from public schools to finance private education?


2. Welfare-




3. Abortion-




4. Order of Questions i.e. Gay Rights- 



E. Public Opinion/Poll Value


1.








2. 
V. What Drives Opinion

A Political Socialization- the process by which individuals learn their political beliefs and attitude through life 

experiences 



1. Typically learned from family, school, friends, co-workers, and mass media. 



2. 


3. 



B. Genes- 


1. 



2. 



3. 


C. The Role of Family- Most children and students hold their same political view pints of their parents 



1. A study of high school seniors showed that only a small minority differed in party loyalty from their parents


2. Impressionable years hypothesis: 


3. 


D. Age-



1. 



2. 



3.



*E. Schooling -    


1. 



2. 


* F. Other Influences- 




1. Mass Media


2. Social Media



3. Echo Chambers or Bubbles



4. Peer Groups 


VI . Demographic Factors

A. Gender Gap-  



1. 



2. 



3.


B. Race and Ethnicity- 



1. 



2. 



3.



4.



5.



6.


C. Religion-  


1. 



2. 



3.



4. 

D. Social Class and Income- 


1. 



2. 


E. Region- 


1. 



2. 


F. Limits of Demographics 



1. 



2.
VII. Cleavage in Public Opinion

*A. Cleavage-  



1. 



*B. Cross-Cutting Cleavages-  



1. 



2. 


*C. Beware the Single Story-



D. Policy Dynamic (pg. 162): Immigration Reform


1. 



2. 



3.

VIII. Political Partisanship 

A. Partisanship


1. 



2. 



3.



*4-Tribalism (Fans)


B. Polarization-


1. 



2. 



3.


C. Sorting


1. 



2. 



3.


D. Elites v. Rank and File


1.



2. 
IX. Ideology

A. Political Ideology- A set of basic beliefs about life, culture, government, and society



1. 


2. Measured in two ways:



a. 




b. 

B. Problems with Ideological Surveys (3)



1. 



2. 



3.  


D. Typology-  



1. 



2. 

*X. Major Ideologies

A. Liberal Ideology- believes the national government should be very active in helping individuals and communities 
promote health, education, justice, and equal opportunity. 

B. Conservative Ideology- Believes the role of government in society should be very limited and that individuals 
should be responsible for their own well-being 

C. Moderates- Fall somewhere between conservative and liberal and usually include some of both



1. NOT INDEPENDENTS


D. Populists-These people are liberal on economic issues and conservative on social ones

E. Libertarians-These people are conservative on economic matters and liberal on social ones


F. Ideological PowerPoint

F. Ideological PowerPoint cont’d






















































XI. Political Elites, Public Opinion, and Public Policy

A. Political Elites- 



1. Activists-


2. 



3. Consistent Attitudes of Elites- 



a. 




b. 




c. 

B. Pollical Information and Public Opinion 


1. 


2. 




3.


4. 




5.


C. Public Opinion and Public Policy- They affect both public opinion and public policy because of their access to 
the media and control of the government  


1. 



2. 




3.



4.




D. What would You Do (pg. 168)? Should You Support the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Bill?  

 
1. 



2. 




3.



4.
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